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Dedication of the Graveyard
at
“Adam’'s Garden”, Sykesville, Maryland
30 June, 1984

SHIPLEY FAMILY GRAVEYARD

THIS MARKS THE LOCATION OF THE FAMILY
CRAVEYARD OF ADAM SHIFLEY fca -1

HIS WIFE RUTH TEVIS SMIPLEY AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILY

ADAM SHIPLEY MTENTED THEMS FARMLANDS
COMPRISING 1212 ACRES ENOWN AS ADAMS
GARDEN" IN 1794

STONES FPROM THE ORICINAL HOMESTEAD
FOUNDATION WERE USED N IHE BASE OF
THIS MARKIER

THE AHNIRAYS O MARYLAND - JONE 2 gna
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GRAVEYARD COMMITTEE

Chairman Russell M. Shipley
Advisor George W. Horvath
Donald T Fritz
Dorothy Shipley Granger
Frances Shipley Maring
Emily and

L. Parks Shipley
GuyS Shipley, Jr.
Mary Ann and
Paul Royer Shipley
Dorothy Becker Woods
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Adam ShipleYGraveyard



THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS

On this occasion, which is rightly accordeglace of
honor in the histor of The Shipleys of Maryland, it is my
good brtune andgrivilegeto address not only those |
attendance, buthrough themedium @ this mini-history,
thosemen and womenwherever they may bewho bear
kinship to Adam Shipley of Yorkshir&ngland,who brought
his falents, his energies and kiikeams tdVaryland in 1668.

Whenfirst | stood on theite of the buryinggroundof
Adam Shipley, | had a keenealization thathe name,
“Adam' s Gar de nhebeaytyand grandsveepr i b e s
of the land A garden iis, indeed- aplace of beauty hallowed
by theyears.....

This has been a most pleasartjgct duein great part
to the nvaluablecooperation othe present Manager of the
property, John Kan@nd the enthusiasm of the Committee,

It is fitting that the fence enclosing thearker bears the
nameof a past president, Donald Fritz, who is a descendant
of Adant, throughRuth Shipley, who married Adam Barnes.
Keturalf is alsoDon's ancestorbut tis isAdam's Day!

Finally, | am happy to have the opportunityadd one
more word of ppreciationof thelast livingdescendant of
Adant who was born addam's Garder our Dean, Dorothy
Shipley Grangerfor her support of this undertaking, and, as
always,her nspiration

g =7 R

FrancesShipleyMaring
30 June 1984 President



PREFACE

This pamphlet$ prepared to present amimateview of
"Adam's Garden" and é&thipley families who lived there
until 1920,when tte property was sold to Springfield &a
Hospital by Samuel DShipley, second presidetf The
Shipleys of Maryland.

The autho has made a determined efforto briefand
iImpersonal an dfort in which shas only moderately
suaessful, for aeveryturn there are reminders of happenings
of poignanceand beauty, andf everymemory recorded
thereare atleast three unused

But, being aware of the Clan'#fection, she feelghat
they will accept her rememberings reciprocation of their
regard.... And it is with confidence that she dedicates her
effortsto afutureof love and achievemefar Shipleys
everywhere.

DGS
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“ADAM'S GARDEN”

In 1754- two hundred and thirty years ag@d\dant
Shipley patented 1212 acres in what waen Baltimore
County.....

The property extended south from northloé present
town of Eldersburgto Gorsuchs Swi tch (on the B&O
the eastto approximatelyhe present Liberty Dam, and west,
beyondthe grounds of Springfield State Hospital and
Fairhaven.

In that same year he sd@7% acres taJohn Elder,
founder of Eldersbrg, and in 175@&ansferred to his three
daughters antheirhusbands a total of 354 acres.

In his Will Adan? left “Adam'sGarderi to his grandson
Robert, of Adani. It is thisproperty that Samuel D. Sheyf
sold to Springfield State Hospital in 192[.has been owned
only by the State of Maryland and direlg@scendntsof
Adant.

The picturesque home place, destroyed byiffifgarch
1906,was the birthplace of three presideotsheClan-
Samuel DavidShipley 19261928, William Shorb Shipley
19301932, and Dorothy Shiple@ranger 1944.948.

The housevassimplein design. Facingnorth, the
entrance was directly into tHient parlor. Beyond this as
the largestoom in the housethe back parlor, wslalso as a
bedroom. Enclosed stairs led tihe second floor and the attic.



It was this room that was usad ameetingplace for the
Methodists of the area before thection of the Methodist
Church at Freedom iabout 1820.

There was a hug#replace and a big coualihere naps
could be takenHere it was that theversize cedar ¢es were
placed for Santa Claug'he back door opened onto the porch,
from whichthe meadows and fields to the south could be
enjoyed.

In this room children werborn, and elderspent their
last hours....

It was there that a small girl in 1903, grieviatgthe
death of her adored mother, crawtacer the side of the coffin
to arms that couldot hold her, and went to sleep..

Also in this room a distinguishegentlemarfrom
England, looking for clues that might lebdck to Sir Stanley
Shipley, spent the nightde had telephoned from Washington
and was muclencouraged by his findingdde was to come
backsoon. But the place with all its records burned befre
the return visit.

A later addition to the house had an ogt@irway to the
second and third floorsA long hallway was on the second
floor, where a wagonloaof family heirlooms had been placed
a fewmonths before the fire, connected the eastvaest
wings. A large bedroom wh two double bedsach with a
trundlebed, and there was a secdlwbr porch.



“Adam's Gardehwas- and is- a place ofdyllic
beauty, but thoseith farminginstinctswill recognize that
these lush, wellvateredacres witha series of hills were not
easilyadapted to agricultural pursuit¥here wasiot even
one flat field which would make plantirajpd harvesting of
corn, wheat, oats, clovdray and other Maryland crops an
easy task.

But artistically it was a dram!

Great meadows with full streams from tha&th and
west, converged on their way sowththe PatapscoMVassive
sycamores and willowgith branches dipping low to provide
coolnesdor the cattle on summer days

And woods with trees reaching for tkky, their open
sides purple withviolets packed asght as mossOrchards
of cherry, apple, peapeach, damsons and even a quince tree

And in the Spring, fences banked solid withquils,
visible for miles..... Fence corners abloom at every junction
and curve with wildoses ad other plants placed there before
the Civil War by Louisa Mathias Shipley, wife 8fobert
Tevis .

Now, those meadows have little water, it having been
diverted in the building of thBam, and there are only one or
two trees.Butin the ferte corners, flowers still bloom!



THE GRAVEYARD

It is not known when the giant pine tree vpdanted.
Robert Tevis Shipley, born in 1808aimed that it was a
“big” tree when he waslzoy.

It was this spot on the northern boundéugt Adani
chose for his burying groundihenames of allltose buried
there are not knowrthe records of those early years were lost
in the fire which destroyed the big house in 1906.

The old pine tree became atuc of stormsseveral
years ago, and a new white pine, a fyjdtn Guy Stevenson
Shipley, Jr. (of the Georgéne) has been planted to guard this
hallowedspot.

As late as 1914917 there were severstbnes visible,
but names were obliteratedt.is believed that in addition to
Adam and hisvife and several English servants, nephews and
cousinswerethere. The daughter of Dr. Heni@lay Shipley
came from Washington every sumnewisit her father's
grave andghe spoke ofther relatives interred ére....

Until 1920 the place was bowerof lilacs, [bridal] wreath,
roses, periwinkle and a swesshellingshrub. Some of the
periwinkle is stillthere.....



ADAM SHIPLEY 3

What manner of man was he? Stories ab@ipersona
gualities are not to bieund! Those revealing notesve a
casualty of théire which destroyed his home in 1906tb
telltalemarks may be found in appraisal of hie style as
reflected in physical properties.

We judge that he had a feeling for niceti@s indicated
by wel-crafted shelves for booled his crested china.. By
small cupboardwhich flanked the mantelpieceBy many
tuckedawaystorage places. by his placing porches dhe
southern exposure of his home in ordehawve the full
panorama ofmeadowsstreamsandhills. By his English
flower garden and tastefplanting of trees and shrubbery.

We know if that, like most early Shipleys, ad a lust
for land He bought from his brotheRichard, Samuel, Peter
and John their share df Mlam the First In 1746 he had this
land resurveyednd called it Adam the Secorid

We know that his early religious affiliatiowas
Anglican, probablyof Old Trinity Church of Eldersburg.
Later with thesweep ofMethodisn in that part of Maryland,
the familyembraced that faith.

We know that he and his wife, Ruth Tevis (Bfizabeth
Curry and Robert Tevis)dd 6 children.
3 sons- Richard, Adam, John
3 daughters Margaret, Ruth, Eurith

And we know that there are motwo thousandhree hundred
and fifty-seven descendaht¢By actual count imThe Shipleys
of Maryland 1968nade by Dorothy Becker Woods, of Silver

Spring)




ROBERT SHIPLEY 5

Son of Adam and grandson of AdahandRuth (Tevs)
Shipley, he was born in 1758ied in 1832.

He i n hAdam'stGardenffom hisgrandfather,
Adant. He made is Will on March15, 1831, leaving the
property to his soRobert Tevi8, and left money to his
grandsonRobert Shipley Mercier and his granddaughter,
Margaret Mercier.His son Cornelidswas left“Charles'
Folly” , ediatety adjacent to tHheome place.Another son,
Lewis® got theadjoiningp | ace on t hdurkeyut h, nex-t
Thicket ”

Therewerefour sons- Otho, Lewis, RobertTevisand
Cornelius—- and four daughters Honour fn. Thomad_.ee),
Miranda (. IsraelFrizzell), Helen . Christian DeVrieg and
[Matilda] (m. [Richard]Mercier[Jr.]).

Robert was active in church work, amdth his family
In amateur theatricals to raiseney for charitable
undertakings.

He was a member of ttobhoir at FreedonMethodist
Church.
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Born October 1, 1806, hie n h e rAdam'sGhrdér
from his father, RobertHe married_ouisa Mathias, daughter
of Colonel Jacob anillary (Shorb) Mathias, of Westminster,
a devoutCatholic. He converted to Catholicism and tifaith
was practiced by that branch of the fanfdy the last hundred
yearsof Shipley ownership.

Known for his genial disposition and his devotion to his
family, he was interested politics but never ran for office.
Fond ofthe theatre, he maintained a warm friendstih his
mother's cousins, tH@rendorf family,joiningthem in
amateutheatreproductions.

An avid student of history, he regalbid family and
friends with tales of wars iwhich the country had been
involved, and waan ardent supporter of the Union forces,
despitehis wife's coversupport oftheconfederatesHe was
killed in a farm accident cAugust 13, 1875.

There were five sons and odaughter Jacob Mathias
(d. at age B William Shorb, M.D.J. Frank,SamueDavid,
and Robert Mathia@. at age 3), Mary Agnes, wimo. John
W. Hammond, of Frederick County.
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Son of Robert Tesl and Louisa MathiaShipley, b.
September 21, 185Pied April 21,1936 at the Baltimore
home of his daughtdédorothy, where he had spent his latter
years.

Knowna s “ Sa mu Bl Sam . Tall, woad “
shouldered and spare of fram@ourtly, with quiet humors an
inveterate reader, formf Shakespearand Dickens.Attended
RockHill College.

A favorite story When he was 16 he headloctor
advising his parent® “let him dowhat he wants to ddie's
not strong and ndikely to live long.....”

Though quicktempered, he was kind andderstanding
in time of trouble, and, followingis indulged puth, had a
full share ofadversity.

At age 21, when his fatharas killed inan accident on
the farm, he was obliged take on the responsibility of caring
for hismother. He bought the place at a mortgagde with
no collateral except his word.

An older brother J. Frank Shipley hadleft the farm
to go into bumess He becaméhe successful Manager of
Gwynbrook Distillery at Owings MiIls. Another brother,
William Shorb Sipley, studied Medicine at the.df Md. and
graduated at the head of his clakte died a fes years later
from typhoid fevercontracted irOhio where he had gone in
responseo a call for volunteers to fight the epidemic.



His maher had invested a goodly inheritanoe
copper mine project, losing it all, andhis words,"the fields
were poor from want dfime and fertilizer, thequipment and
horseswere old and worh but by prodigious labor and
masterly management, it became highly producive a
place of charm.And, somehow, thereas money to send the
children to private schools.

Thiswasadairy farm- a herd of twentfiveto thirty-
five cow supplied milk which was takémthe sation at
Sykesville to be shipped to Baltimorén heavyweather, two
horses wer@eeded to plithrough the muddy or snowy raad

In 1899 he built a new barn with timber cut on the
place. Thepresent quonset type bamon the foundations of
the earlier structureThat big red barn with whitdimmed
slatwindowsand SDSainted n the topmost angle of tlieof
was a flag of achievement and a badge otbigage.

When the original homeste&adirned to thground in
March 1906 it was replaced in 19B6¥ a handsome largé2
story house, painted creamith green shutters, built on the old
foundations.

This house had wide porches bree sidesalarge
central hall, a very large parlor, and befall, a room devoted
entirely to books.The diningroomhad abay windav, and
the bigtablewas apopular gatheringlace. There wasa
bathroom, two sinks the kitchena butler'spantry, builtin
corner cupboards armbokcasesMantelpieces were made
from walnut cut from treem the long lane.



“Samuel D' had two marriages, the first Gdeneveve
Golden, an Enggh girl educated &t. Joseph's Academy,
Emmitsburg, when he wathirty. Genevieve had a
magnificent sopranwgoice;she was a student of astronomy
andafearless horsewomanThey hadhreechildren- Walters
Robert, William Shorb Shipley, and Bessyarie Shipley,
who was two ana half years oldvhen rer mother died in
January 1893.

His second wife was Rosalizigges, bornn Fairfax
County, Va. and niecd dudge Manro,whose lome in
Eldersburg is now part of Strawbridgeme. A woman of
infinite charm, sk was the idol of her two young stepns
and wasknown for ter ability to make persons of disparate
backgounds feel at ease... They were marriedn September
19, 1895.She died on August 15, 1908aving two
daughters, Dorothy Manro and GloGatherine, 4¥and 3
yearsold.

“Samuel D. bore hardshipwell, and life inthe
motherless household was nwothappy. He was a stickler for
amenities of dress, speeahd conduct.... until the end he
wore stiff collarsand pleatedbosom shirts, and a derbin
the fields his shirts were of unbleachadslin, collar attached.

He had a pleasant baritone voice aadgin the choirs of Old
Trinity Church and théOld Sidé Methodist Church at
Eldersburg.He skated with the whole family on the geod
sizedice-pond. He shamelessly recruited players &or hour
or so of cards every nightWhist, 500, Pitch— he didrt like
Bridge.

Visits to Batimore theatres were frequeat)d an 8-
yearold dawghter was his favoriteompanion.



Boat rides to Tolchester and Bettertwere great treats,
and at the anral tournamentsat NeverDie-Park (Freedom)
his horsesvere ridderwith showmanship by his eldeon,
Walters Robeft

- But the young people were awaysahoolsmost of
t he year , &Agrchldren et to pursheeareers,
life lost some of its sparkle.

He decided to sell, and thus histgggickedyears when
Shpleys lived at' Adam'sGarderi came to an end.
Four of t he Samueld. accliecéased en of *
Walter Roberts, Sr., Williar®horb Shipley, Bessye (Mrs.
Harold L. Cowell)and Gloria (Mrs. Russell Wolfe)Living
descendants are Dorothy ShipByanger andhegrand
childrenand children of his sonsThey are GenevieVé.
Teves, Christin&. Smith, Walters R. Shipley, Jr., and
DorothyS. Windsor. Margaret L. Shipley and Markgnes
Comly aredaughterof William ShorbShipley.

There argawenty-five greatgrandchildrerand several
g.g.grandchildren.



The manystoried old farm is now a placsed for
research to improve the standsaod life in Maryland to which
Adant and hiskinsmen contributed.

Our fervent wishes for satisfyingsultsare with the
Beef Research Farof the Universityof Maryland.

And to John Kane, the capable, personaid@mager,
success in his dayy-day perceptionand accomplishments.
“Adam's Gardeh underhis skilled and sensitive
administration, willcontnue to be ajarden

Today we come in simple devotion to dedidéte
graveyard where Shipleys sleep. It is adeeply rewarding
mission—

We canmt know the names of all whogeaves are
beneath our feet, but we do knewith pride and love that as
long as thiscountry endures a hillside in the rollifiglds of
Carroll County will be forever Shipley!




The Shipleys of Maryland

An organization of the descendants of Adam Shipley who came to Maryland
from England in 1668, and the husbands and wives of such descendants.
PRESIDENTS

Robert H.H. Shipley*

Miss Louise Shipley Sutter*

1925-1926 1957-1959

Samuel David Shipley* David McG. Shipley I1I*
1926-1928 1959-1962

Miss Emma E. Shipley* Oliver M. Shipley*
1928-1929 1962-1964

Isaac Newton Shipley* Iva Shipley Wehland
1929-1930 1964-1966

William Shorb Shipley* E. Roderick Shipley, M.D.*
1930-1932 1966-1968

Miss Edith E. Harman* Emil G. Reitz, Jr.*
1932-1933 1968-1970

Lillie Shipley Wells* L. Parks Shipley, Sr.*
1933-1934 1970-1972

Belle Caples Morris* Donald M. Shipley*
1934-1936 1972-1974

H. Burton Shipley* J. Larkin Caples*
1936-1938 1974-1976

Harry L. Caples* Donald T. Fritz*
1938-1940 1976-1980

The Reverend Richard L. Shipley* Russell L. Shipley, Jr.
1940-1942 1980-1982

Agatha Shipley McCany* Frances S. Maring*
1942-1944 1982-1984

Arthur W. Shipley* Lucy S. Wood
1944-1946 1984-1986

Dorothy Shipley Granger* T. Gray Shipley*
1946-1948 1986-1991

The Honorable A. Earl Shipley*
1948-1949
James W. Shipley*

Rev. Richard L. Shipley
1992-1995
Charles M. Coles

1949-1951 1996-2000

John Ambrose Shipley* Iva Wehland
1951-1953 2001-2006

The Honorable Dorsey F. Shipley* Paul A. Shipley
1953-1955 2007-2015
Robert Byron Shipley* Eric Hale Shipley
1955-1957 2016-Present

Distinguished Citizen Award Recipients
Senator George L. Radcliffe, 1968
L.Parks Shipley, Sr., 1980

Deans of The Shipleys of Maryland
Samuel David Shipley, 1926
Dorothy Shipley Granger, 1981

Iva Wehland, 2006



