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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

 

On this occasion, which is rightly accorded a place of 

honor in the history of The Shipleys of Maryland, it is my 

good fortune and privilege to address not only those in 

attendance, but, through the medium of this mini-history, 

those men and women - wherever they may be - who bear 

kinship to Adam Shipley of Yorkshire, England, who brought 

his talents, his energies and his dreams to Maryland in 1668. 

 

When first I stood on the site of the burying-ground of 

Adam Shipley
3
, I had a keen realization that the name, 

“Adam's Garden” aptly describes the beauty and grand sweep 

of the land, A garden it is, indeed - a place of beauty hallowed 

by the years ….. 

 

This has been a most pleasant project, due in great part 

to the invaluable cooperation of the present Manager of the 

property, John Kane, and the enthusiasm of the Committee, 

 

It is fitting that the fence enclosing the marker bears the 

name of a past president, Donald T. Fritz, who is a descendant 

of Adam
3
, through Ruth Shipley

5
, who married Adam Barnes. 

Keturah
2
 is also Don's ancestor - but this is Adam's Day! 

 

Finally, I am happy to have the opportunity to add one 

more word of appreciation of the last living descendant of 

Adam
3
 who was born at Adam's Garden – our Dean, Dorothy 

Shipley Granger – for her support of this undertaking, and, as 

always, her inspiration. 

 

 

 

     Frances Shipley Maring 

30 June 1984    President 

 



 

PREFACE 

 

 

This pamphlet is prepared to present an intimate view of 

"Adam's Garden" and the Shipley families who lived there 

until 1920, when the property was sold to Springfield State 

Hospital by Samuel D. Shipley, second president of The 

Shipleys of Maryland. 

 

The author has made a determined effort to be brief and 

impersonal - an effort in which she is only moderately 

successful, for at every turn there are reminders of happenings 

of poignance and beauty, and for every memory recorded 

there are at least three unused – 

 

But, being aware of the Clan's affection, she feels that 

they will  accept her rememberings as reciprocation of their 

regard..... And it is with confidence that she dedicates her 

efforts to a future of love and achievement for Shipleys 

everywhere. 

 

 

   DGS 
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“ADAM'S GARDEN” 
 

In 1754 - two hundred and thirty years ago – Adam
3
 

Shipley patented 1212 acres in what was then Baltimore 

County …..  

 

The property extended south from north of the present 

town of Eldersburg to Gorsuch’s Switch (on the B&O RR), on 

the east, to approximately the present Liberty Dam, and west, 

beyond the grounds of Springfield State Hospital and 

Fairhaven. 

 

In that same year he sold 397½ acres to John Elder, 

founder of Eldersburg, and in 1756 transferred to his three 

daughters and their husbands a total of 354 acres. 

 

In his Will Adam
3
 left “Adam's Garden” to his grandson 

Robert
5
, of Adam

4
.  It is this property that Samuel D. Shipley

7
 

sold to Springfield State Hospital in 1920.  It has been owned 

only by the State of Maryland and direct descendants of 

Adam
3
.  

 

The picturesque home place, destroyed by fire in March 

1906, was the birthplace of three presidents of the Clan - 

Samuel David Shipley 1926-1928, William Shorb Shipley 

1930-1932, and Dorothy Shipley Granger 1946-1948. 

 

The house was simple in design.  Facing north, the 

entrance was directly into the front parlor.  Beyond this was 

the largest room in the house - the back parlor, used also as a 

bedroom.  Enclosed stairs led to the second floor and the attic. 

 

 

 

 



 

It was this room that was used as a meeting place for the 

Methodists of the area before the erection of the Methodist 

Church at Freedom in about 1820. 

 

There was a huge fireplace and a big couch where naps 

could be taken.  Here it was that the oversize cedar trees were 

placed for Santa Claus.  The back door opened onto the porch, 

from which the meadows and fields to the south could be 

enjoyed. 

 

In this room children were born, and elders spent their 

last hours ….. 

 

It was there that a small girl in 1903, grieving at the 

death of her adored mother, crawled over the side of the coffin 

to arms that could not hold her, and went to sleep …..  

 

Also in this room a distinguished gentleman from 

England, looking for clues that might lead back to Sir Stanley 

Shipley, spent the night.  He had telephoned from Washington 

and was much encouraged by his findings.  He was to come 

back soon.  But the place - with all its records - burned before 

the return visit. 

 

A later addition to the house had an open stairway to the 

second and third floors.  A long hallway was on the second 

floor, where a wagonload of family heirlooms had been placed 

a few months before the fire, connected the east and west 

wings.  A large bedroom with two double beds, each with a 

trundle-bed, and there was a second floor porch. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

“Adam's Garden” was - and is - a place of idyllic 

beauty, but those with farming instincts will recognize that 

these lush, well-watered acres with a series of hills were not 

easily adapted to agricultural pursuits.  There was not even 

one flat field which would make planting and harvesting of 

corn, wheat, oats, clover, hay and other Maryland crops an 

easy task. 

 

But artistically it was a dream! 

 

Great meadows with full streams from the north and 

west, converged on their way south to the Patapsco.  Massive 

sycamores and willows with branches dipping low to provide 

coolness for the cattle on summer days – 

 

And woods with trees reaching for the sky, their open 

sides purple with ·violets packed as tight as moss.  Orchards 

of cherry, apple, pear, peach, damsons and even a quince tree 

…. 

 

And in the Spring, fences banked solid with jonquils, 

visible for miles ….. Fence corners abloom at every junction 

and curve with wild roses and other plants placed there before 

the Civil  War by Louisa Mathias Shipley, wife of Robert 

Tevis
6
. 

 

Now, those meadows have little water, it having been 

diverted in the building of the Dam, and there are only one or 

two trees.  But in the fence corners, flowers still bloom! 
 

 

 

 



 

THE GRAVEYARD 

 

It is not known when the giant pine tree was planted. 

Robert Tevis Shipley, born in 1806, claimed that it was a 

“big” tree when he was a boy. 

 

It was this spot on the northern boundary that Adam
3
 

chose for his burying ground.  The names of all those buried 

there are not known; the records of those early years were lost 

in the fire which destroyed the big house in 1906. 

 

The old pine tree became a victim of storms several 

years ago, and a new white pine, a gift from Guy Stevenson 

Shipley, Jr. (of the George
3
 line) has been planted to guard this 

hallowed spot. 

 

As late as 1916-1917 there were several stones visible, 

but names were obliterated.  It is believed that in addition to 

Adam and his wife and several English servants, nephews and 

cousins were there.  The daughter of Dr. Henry Clay Shipley
7
 

came from Washington every summer to visit her father's 

grave and she spoke of other relatives interred there …. 

 

Until 1920 the place was a bower of lilacs, [bridal] wreath, 

roses, periwinkle and a sweet smelling shrub.  Some of the 

periwinkle is still there ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ADAM SHIPLEY 3 

 

What manner of man was he? Stories about his personal 

qualities are not to be found! Those revealing notes were a 

casualty of the fire which destroyed his home in 1906, but 

telltale marks may be found in appraisal of his life style as 

reflected in physical properties. 

 

We judge that he had a feeling for niceties, as indicated 

by well-crafted shelves for books and his crested china …. By 

small cupboards which flanked the mantelpieces.  By many 

tucked away storage places … by his placing porches on the 

southern exposure of his home in order to have the full 

panorama of meadows, streams and hills.  By his English 

flower garden and tasteful planting of trees and shrubbery …. 

 

We know if that, like most early Shipleys, he had a lust 

for land.  He bought from his brothers Richard, Samuel, Peter 

and John their share of  “Adam the First”.  In 1746 he had this 

land resurveyed and called it “Adam the Second” 

 

We know that his early religious affiliation was 

Anglican, probably of Old Trinity Church of Eldersburg.  

Later with the sweep of Methodism in that part of Maryland, 

the family embraced that faith. 

 

We know that he and his wife, Ruth Tevis (of Elizabeth 

Curry and Robert Tevis) had 6 children. 

3 sons - Richard, Adam, John 

3 daughters - Margaret, Ruth, Eurith 

 

And we know that there are now two thousand three hundred 

and fifty-seven descendants!  (By actual count in The Shipleys 

of Maryland 1968 made by Dorothy Becker Woods, of Silver 

Spring.) 

 



 

ROBERT SHIPLEY 5 

 

Son of Adam
4
 and grandson of Adam

3
 and Ruth (Tevis) 

Shipley, he was born in 1753; died in 1832. 

 

He inherited “Adam's Garden” from his grandfather, 

Adam
3
.  He made his Will on March 15, 1831, leaving the 

property to his son Robert Tevis
6
, and left money to his 

grandson, Robert Shipley Mercier and his granddaughter, 

Margaret Mercier.  His son Cornelius
6
 was left “Charles' 

Folly”, immediately adjacent to the home place.  Another son, 

Lewis
6
 got the adjoining place on the south, next to “Turkey 

Thicket.” 

 

There were four sons – Otho, Lewis, Robert Tevis and 

Cornelius – and four daughters – Honour (m. Thomas Lee), 

Miranda (m. Israel Frizzell), Helen (m. Christian DeVries) and 

[Matilda] (m. [Richard] Mercier [Jr.]). 

 

Robert
5
 was active in church work, and with his family 

in amateur theatricals to raise money for charitable 

undertakings. 

 

He was a member of the choir at Freedom Methodist 

Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ROBERT TEVIS SHIPLEY 6 

 

Born October 1, 1806, he inherited “Adam's Garden” 

from his father, Robert.  He married Louisa Mathias, daughter 

of Colonel Jacob and Mary (Shorb) Mathias, of Westminster, 

a devout Catholic.  He converted to Catholicism and that faith 

was practiced by that branch of the family for the last hundred 

years of Shipley ownership. 

 

Known for his genial disposition and his devotion to his 

family, he was interested in politics but never ran for office. 

Fond of the theatre, he maintained a warm friendship with his 

mother's cousins, the Orendorf family, joining them in 

amateur theatre productions. 

 

An avid student of history, he regaled his family and 

friends with tales of wars in which the country had been 

involved, and was an ardent supporter of the Union forces, 

despite his wife's covert support of the confederates.  He was 

killed in a farm accident on August 13, 1875. 

 

There were five sons and one daughter:  Jacob Mathias 

(d. at age 3), William Shorb, M.D., J. Frank, Samuel David, 

and Robert Mathias (d. at age 3), Mary Agnes, who m. John 

W. Hammond, of Frederick County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SAMUEL DAVID SHIPLEY 7 

 

Son of Robert Tevis
6
 and Louisa Mathias Shipley, b. 

September 21, 1853.  Died April 21, 1936 at the Baltimore 

home of his daughter Dorothy, where he had spent his latter 

years. 

 

 Known as “Samuel D.” or “Mr. Sam.”  Tall, broad-

shouldered and spare of frame.  Courtly, with quiet humors an 

inveterate reader, fond of Shakespeare and Dickens.  Attended 

Rock Hill College. 

 

A favorite story, When he was 16 he heard a doctor 

advising his parents to “let him do what he wants to do; he's 

not strong and not likely to live long .....” 

 

Though quick-tempered, he was kind and understanding 

in time of trouble, and, following his indulged youth, had a 

full share of adversity. 

 

At age 21, when his father was killed in an accident on 

the farm, he was obliged to take on the responsibility of caring 

for his mother.  He bought the place at a mortgage sale with 

no collateral except his word. 

 

An older brother - J. Frank Shipley – had left the farm 

to go into business.  He became the successful Manager of 

Gwynbrook Distillery at Owings Mills.  Another brother, 

William Shorb Shipley, studied Medicine at the U. of Md. and 

graduated at the head of his class.  He died a few years later 

from typhoid fever contracted in Ohio where he had gone in 

response to a call for volunteers to fight the epidemic. 

 

 



 

His mother had invested a goodly inheritance in a 

copper mine project, losing it all, and in his words, “the fields 

were poor from want of lime and fertilizer, the equipment and 

horses were old and worn”, but by prodigious labor and 

masterly management, it became highly productive and a 

place of charm.  And, somehow, there was money to send the 

children to private schools. 

 

This was a dairy farm - a herd of twenty-five to thirty-

five cow supplied milk which was taken to the station at 

Sykesville to be shipped to Baltimore.  In heavy weather, two 

horses were needed to pull through the muddy or snowy roads. 

~ 

In 1899 he built a new barn with timber cut on the 

place.  The present quonset type barn is on the foundations of 

the earlier structure.  That big red barn with white-trimmed 

slat windows and SDS painted in the topmost angle of the roof 

was a flag of achievement and a badge of his courage. 

 

When the original homestead burned to the ground in 

March 1906 it was replaced in 1907 by a handsome large 2½ 

story house, painted cream with green shutters, built on the old 

foundations. 

 

This house had wide porches on three sides, a large 

central hall, a very large parlor, and best of all, a room devoted 

entirely to books.  The dining-room had a bay window, and 

the big table was a popular gathering-place.  There was a 

bathroom, two sinks in the kitchen, a butler's pantry, built-in 

corner cupboards and bookcases.  Mantelpieces were made 

from walnut cut from trees in the long lane. 

 

 

 



 

“Samuel D.” had two marriages, the first to Genevieve 

Golden, an English girl educated at St. Joseph's Academy, 

Emmitsburg, when he was thirty.  Genevieve had a 

magnificent soprano voice; she was a student of astronomy 

and a fearless horsewoman.  They had three children - Walters 

Robert, William Shorb Shipley, and Bessye Marie Shipley, 

who was two and a half years old when her mother died in 

January 1893. 

 

His second wife was Rosalie Digges, born in Fairfax 

County, Va. and niece of Judge Manro, whose home in 

Eldersburg is now part of Strawbridge Home.  A woman of 

infinite charm, she was the idol of her two young step-sons 

and was known for her ability to make persons of disparate 

backgrounds feel at ease ….. They were married on September 

19, 1895.  She died on August 15, 1903, leaving two 

daughters, Dorothy Manro and Gloria Catherine, 4½ and 3 

years old. 

 

“Samuel D.” bore hardships well, and life in the 

motherless household was not unhappy.  He was a stickler for 

amenities of dress, speech and conduct ….. until the end he 

wore stiff collars and pleated-bosom shirts, and a derby.  In 

the fields his shirts were of unbleached muslin, collar attached. 

 

He had a pleasant baritone voice and sang in the choirs of Old 

Trinity Church and the “Old Side” Methodist Church at 

Eldersburg.  He skated with the whole family on the good-

sized ice-pond.  He shamelessly recruited players for an hour 

or so of cards every night – Whist, 500, Pitch – he didn't like 

Bridge. 

  

Visits to Baltimore theatres were frequent, and an 8-

year old daughter was his favorite companion. 

 



 

Boat rides to Tolchester and Betterton were great treats, 

and at the annual tournaments at Never-Die-Park (Freedom) 

his horses were ridden with showmanship by his elder son, 

Walters Robert
8
. 

 

- But the young people were away at schools most of 

the year, and when the “big children” left to pursue careers, 

life lost some of its sparkle. 

 

He decided to sell, and thus history-packed years when 

Shipleys lived at “Adam's Garden” came to an end.   

 

Four of the five children of “Samuel D.” are deceased: 

Walter Roberts, Sr., William Shorb Shipley, Bessye (Mrs. 

Harold L. Cowell) and Gloria (Mrs. Russell Wolfe).  Living 

descendants are Dorothy Shipley Granger and the grand-

children and children of his sons.  They are Genevieve S. 

Teves, Christine S. Smith, Walters R. Shipley, Jr., and 

Dorothy S. Windsor.  Margaret L. Shipley and Mary Agnes 

Comly are daughters of William Shorb Shipley. 

 

There are twenty-five great-grandchildren and several 

g.g. grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The many-storied old farm is now a place used for 

research to improve the standards of life in Maryland to which 

Adam
3
 and his kinsmen contributed. 

 

Our fervent wishes for satisfying results are with the 

Beef Research Farm of the University of Maryland. 

 

And to John Kane, the capable, personable manager, 

success in his day-by-day perceptions and accomplishments. 

“Adam's Garden”, under his skilled and sensitive 

administration, will continue to be a garden! 

 

Today we come in simple devotion to dedicate the 

graveyard where Shipleys sleep ….. It is a deeply rewarding 

mission – 

 

We cannot know the names of all whose graves are 

beneath our feet, but we do know with pride and love that as 

long as this country endures a hillside in the rolling fields of 

Carroll County will be forever Shipley! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


